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ROLLS-ROYCE & BENTLEY 


Throughout the history of the motor car, 
Rolls-Royce has symbolised the supreme 
motoring experience. 

To attain and sustain such rarefied status, 
Rolls-Royce relies upon the traditional qualities 
inherent in every motor car it produces. 

Qualties which combine to gratify every 
sense: sight, sound, smell and touch. 

In perfect good taste. 

Indeed, it is because these motor cars appeal 
to every sense, that in every sense they are motor 
cars of true distinction. 

The Silver Spirit Il and Silver Spur Il Motor 
cars to take you to the 1990's and beyond. 

Each introducing a subtle evolution of 
change, exploiting still further, those skills 
synonymous with the Rolls-Royce Marque. 

A heritage which ensures that each drive 
distills and encapsulates the privelege of owning 
this classic of all motor cars. 


ROLLS ie@ 1-G.E 
SILVER SPIRIT LI 


The creation of each Rolls-Royce motor car 


demands standards of craftsmanship and 
engineering excellence, honed by generations to 
represent the ultimate in precision and execution. 

The Silver Spirit II derives much of its 
pre-eminent style from the distinctive lines of its 
illustrious predecessor. 

However, the inherent affluence of the motor 
car has been enhanced by a number of noteworthy 
modifications. There is a more extravagant use of 
burr walnut. More too, is made of driver and driving 
comfort. And alterations to the trim and facia serve 
to up-date aspects of the interior. 

Changes which augment the luxury of 
Rolls-Royce and reaffirm that the Silver Spirit II is 


indeed, at the pinnacle of excellence. ROLLS 


For further information 


or a demonstration please contact IROYCE} 
Harry Macklin on (02) 331 3377 Sa 


Licensed Dealer 428 


YORK MOTORS 


101 WILLIAM STREET SYDNEY 
Sole distributors for Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars i N.S.W.. Qld. and the A.C.7. 
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Gary Wales of Los Angeles won two major trophies at the prestigious Pebble 
Beach Concours d'Elegance as well as Best of Show, Post-War, at the RROC 
Inc National Meet at Monterey with his 1947 Bentley Mk VI Franay drophead 
(B20BH). As well as being superbly restored, this car exudes the flourish and 
flamboyance so often associated with French coachwork. Photo courtesy of 


the owner. 


From the Editor 


Monterey Meet 


In August | was fortunate enough to 
have attended the Annual Meet of the 
Rolls-Royce Owners’ Club, Inc. in Mon- 
terey, California, along with no less than 
27 other Australians. It was an amazing 
and most enjoyable experience. Read 
about it in this issue. 


Perth Federal Rally 


The 1991 Federal Rally in Fremantle 
and Perth was magnificent. Those of us 
who had attended the memorable 1985 
Rally there were expecting a great deal 
from the Western Australia Branch of the 
Club and we weren't disappointed. Their 
attention to the smallest detail and ability 
to somehow make things run absolutely 
smoothly made for a weekend of enjoy- 
ment that will occupy a special place in 
my memory for many a year. 


A generous contribution to my enjoy- 
ment was made by Matt and Shirley 
Smith, who were kind enough to invite 
me to stay with them for the duration of 
the Rally. Matt also allowed me to add to 
my previous experience of driving his 
superb 1951 Silver Wraith (WME18) 
which although restored in time to take 
out Overall Winner at the last Perth Fed- 
eral Rally still looks as fresh as a daisy. 
A fine example of an owner-restored car. 


Even the Federal Council Meeting went 
smoothly! Although it is not my role to 
report onthe meeting and | am obviously 
leaving it to our esteemed Federal Pres- 
ident to do this, there was one break- 
through of importance to those who value 
cohesion and unity. | will briefly mention 
it as it follows on from my Editorial in 
PRAECLARUM 2-89 in which I referred 
to the efforts of a Branch to have us all 
“admit” that following incorporation of the 
Branches we are now six separate clubs 
rather than, as before, Branches of a 
single Club. Despite the fact that at the 
1989 Broken Hill Federal Council Meet- 
ing all Branches gave an undertaking to 
maintain the status quo, Branch incorpo- 
ration notwithstanding, the efforts to un- 
dermine the Club’s uniity continued. 
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However, at this Federal Council Meet- 
ing all Branches agreed that we are a 
single Club. There was not a word of 
dissension from this view from any Dele- 
gate. Since allegiance to the terms of the 
Federal Constitution, which clearly spells 
out that we are a single Club, is en- 
shrined in the incorporation documents 
of each Branch (with the exception of 
New South Wales) one doesn’t need a 
law degree to see that this is in any case 
an inescapable legal fact. It is gratifying 
to know that this issue has at last been 
permanently laid to rest. 


A full report with extensive photographic 
coverage of this Rally is in an advanced 
stage of preparation and will appear in 
our next issue. | just hope we can do it 
justice in print! 


1992 Federal Rally 


At the Federal Dinner in Perth the Vic- 
toria Branch presented a video inviting us 
all to the 1992 Federal Rally in Ballarat, 
Victoria. This presentation was so slick 
and professional-looking that many 
members in the West decided there and 
then that it was an event not to be 
missed. So keep the weekend of 18-21 
September free next year and if you’re 
motoring down from Sydney or Canberra 
and points north, there is to be a tour (or 
“wagon train” to use the American Club’s 
parlance) from Sydney to the Rally via 
the High Country and taking in a picnic at 
Hanging Rock (hope no-one disap- 
pears!) After the Rally, a week’s tour of 
Tasmania is being organised. It all 
sounds wonderful, doesn't it? 


New Zealand club journal 


Members of our Club have recently 
been invited to subscribe to the journal of 
the New Zealand Rolls-Royce & Bentley 
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Club. This is a small format 16 page 
magazine printed on quality art paper 
with plenty of articles of interest and 
good, clear photographs. It is published 
six times per year and a subscription will 
cost you $NZ18.00 per year, which ! 
scarcely need point out represents 
excellent value. Write to Ken White, 
7 Princess Road, Takanini, Auckland, 
New Zealand, or phone 64 (9) 299 6910. 


What? No hyphen? 


SBH31930 (Concerned, of Hawthorn, 
Vic.) writes: “Handed this card whilst in 
their splendid showroom, | thought ‘Oh 
dear!! Jack Barclay, the famous link with 
the Company, has forgotten Claude 
Johnson!’ How could they of all people?” 


Tel. 091-629 7644 (20himes) 
Racavmale 094-629 8258 
Bar phoneno 0860 396910 


Foundation Donation 


It willbe recalled that in PRAECLARUM 
3-91, in my article on the Sir Henry Royce 
Memorial Foundation, | advocated more 
Australian funding for this very worthy, 
indeed vital, institution. It was therefore 
with considerable pleasure that | learned 
from South Australian President Rory 
Poland that his Branch had already been 
thinking along similar lines and has 
backed up these thoughts with very 
generous action in the form of a do- 
nation of 1,000 guineas (£Stg1,050). 


Martin Bennett 
—_— ; 
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From the Federal President 


For this issue | thought it appropriate to 
report in some detail on the outcome of 
the recent Federal Council Meeting in 
Perth. It was an excellent meeting and 
certainly one of the most productive we 
have had in recent years. With one minor 
exception, all resolutions proposed at 
the meeting were passed unanimously. 
It was most pleasing to see such a high 
level of agreement amongst the dele- 
gates on all major matters discussed. 


The principal topics covered at the 
meeting were the new Federal Agree- 
ment, Federal judging policies and pro- 
cedures and the reallocation of certain 
perpetual trophies. 


Federal Agreement 


Members will be aware that consequent 
on the incorporation of all the Branches 
it is necessary for us to adopt a new 
Federal Agreement which will supersede 
the existing Federal Constitution. This is 
an issue which the Federal Council has 
been working on for the past 18 months. 
The form of the Agreement follows al- 
most exactly the existing Federal Consti- 
tution. It is important for members to 
understand that the new Agreement 
does not seek to change any of the ex- 
isting principles under which the Club is 
constituted. The Agreement will only ad- 
dress issues and policies which will 
apply to our Federal body, the Rolls- 
Royce Owners’ Club of Australia. Mat- 
ters which are internal affairs of each 
Branch, such as the election of Branch 
officers etc., are no longer required to be 
covered federally as these matters are 
adequately provided for within each indi- 
vidual Branch incorporation document. 


The draft of the Agreement was com- 
pleted early this year and | had hoped to 
circulate it prior to the meeting in Perth. 


This was not possible as certain matters 
associated with the use of Rolls-Royce 
trademarks needed to be cleared with 
the Company before we can proceed. As 
advised to delegates at the meeting we 
have received aletter from the Company 
advising that subject to minor redrafting 
adequate provision has been made for 
trademark protection in the Agreement. 
We are in the final stages of attending to 
these amendments and | should be in a 
position to distribute the final draft of the 
Agreement to Branch Presidents by the 
end of the year. 


Finalisation of the Agreement is an im- 
portant issue for the Club and | am con- 
fident that the matter will be resolved to 
the satisfaction of all Branches without 
undue delay. 


Federal Judging 


At the Federal Council meeting in Leura 
in 1990 the Federal Council nominated a 
sub-committee led by Martin Bennett to 
review matters regarding judging at Fed- 
eral Concours. 


The report of the sub-committee was 
presented to the Perth meeting and most 
suggestions made were adopted. 


Of particular importance are the judging 
requirements for the Age and Authentic- 
ity Trophy and the Company Trophy. 
Tom Clarke was invited to the Council 
meeting to provide advice on matters 
associated with the Age and Authenticity 
judging and the sub-committee has been 
asked to give further consideration to this 
issue, 


With regard to the Company Trophy the 
judging rules have been clarified to en- 
sure that there is no misunderstanding 
on which cars are eligible and the proce- 
dure used for judging. 


One of the issues raised was the ques- 
tion of whether there should be some 
minimum mileage requirement for a car 
to be driven to the Rally before it can be 
entered in the Concours. Such minimum 
conditions for eligibility are a requirement 
with the American Club and the sub- 
committee has been asked to give this 
matter consideration. 


Federal Trophies 


At past Rallies there has been some 
confusion as to the precedents for trophy 
awards and presentation. To overcome 
this problem the judging sub-committee 
in conjunction with Federal Secretary, 
Wendy Friezer, has been asked to re- 
view the Federal Trophy Register, to de- 
termine the judging precedents’ 
requirements and to consider in particu- 
lar the reallocation of several trophies to 
more specific Concours’ categories. 


Movable Cultural Heritage 


The Victoria Branch raised issue of 
whether the Movable Cultural Heritage 
Legislation itself could be used to pre- 
vent historically significant Australian ve- 
hicles leaving the country. | realise that 
this is a sensitive issue which requires 
detailed consideration before a specific 
policy can be determined. This issue will 
be kept under review for report back at 
the next Council meeting. 


Happy motoring, 
Russell Rolls 


Russell's report on the 1991 Federal 
Council Meeting will continue in the next 
issue. — Ed. 


Around the Branches 


S.A. 


Annual Branch Concours, 26th May 


After the Christmas picnic for 1990 at 
which there were seven 40/50s of the 
Ghostly kind in attendance with their 
owners, | don’t think anyone expected to 
see seven again at the Concours. Not 
only that, but they were not even the 
same seven. There were 25 cars in at- 
tendance overall, including nine pre-war 
cars and one war car (Gavin Sandford- 
Morgan’s P| 98DC!) to be fair, he more 
than made up for this enterprising vehicle 
with his lovely two-door Silver Shadow, 
which deservedly won its Class in the 
Concours. 


It was pleasing to welcome new mem- 
bers Jim and Marion Schofield in the 
maroon Silver Dawn ex-Peter Cox and 
Peter and Betty Graham in a Bentley 
R-type. Peter is more often seen going 
past someone in a W.O. Bentley! 


The quality and quantity of the turnout 
was staggering, particularly since the 
day began with rain. However, all cars 
avoided the damp including the only 
scratching, a Wraith (WHC10) that was 
left in the shed at home. 


The Concours was won convincingly by 
Eric Rainsford's recently refurbished 
Veteran Silver Ghost (1997). Everything 
about it is excellent. If it were not for that 
all the other 40/50s would have run it 
close. The Macmahon car (2009) always 
looks a superb racey Ghost, the Vinall 
40/50 (1388) an elegant period piece and 
the Wright's “The Dreamer” (1524) is an- 
other special vehicle. Some thought I had 
done 1524 a mischief while starting it for 
Charles. The presence of so many ex- 
perts to help resulted in a small petrol 
flood which the car dealt with by spitting 
at the surrounding advisors. 


President Rory Poland’s Silver Ghost 
(8CE), in its first season for many, many 
years, won the Restoration Trophy — a 
tribute to Rory’s persistence and David 
Winnall's skill — and Peter Cox’s 49FW 
was as immaculate as ever. For those 
originality fanatics, like myself, Ray 
Pank’s Maythorn limousine (113AU) is a 
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The South Australian Branch has a wealth of fine Silver Ghosts, of which no fewer than seven 
turned out for their Concours d'Elegance. 


revelation. Have a good look at it next 
time you have a chance. A superb origi- 
nal vehicle in detail. 


There were other cars besides the 
Ghosts. The post-war Bentleys and Sil- 
ver Dawns were also a particularly fine 
collection. Chris Morisset’s long boot Sil- 
ver Dawn (SKE16) won the attendance 
trophy and the Class was won by David 
Heuzenroeder (SDB140). Others in- 
cluded the Silver Dawns of Peter 
Heuzenroeder (SDB114) and Dorothy 
Wright (SFC24) and host Bob Hardy’s 
Mk VI (B327DZ). The simple lines and 
elegance of these immediate post-war 
cars was emphasised by the row of shin- 
ing examples. 


Many people envy Dick Perkins his 
Continental S1 (BC26EL). There was 
only one other S1, Richard Flashman’s 
Silver Cloud |, if you understand me. 


The Silver Shadows were the third 
major group of cars that stood out at this 
rally. There were some nice cars among 
them, but the two-door stood out. | think 
it is best not to choose between the re- 
mainder, including another Rainsford 
car, Laybourne’s, Caroll’s, Elliot’s, 
Johnston’s and last year’s winner 
Mignon Ellicot’s. 


| have really only omitted to mention one 
car that | thought was pretty good, but | 
will leave you to work that out for yourself. 
(My guess is the front cover car, 
PRAECLARUM 2-89!— Ed.) 


Finally, | should mention that the venue 
for the second year in a row was Hardy’s 
Winery at Reynella. Lunch was excellent 
and the red wine in particular even better. 
We are lucky to have such hospitable 
members as Bob. 


Nigel Scott 


Three very different Veteran Silver Ghosts. Left to right: Brian Macmahon's 1912 chassis 2009, 


David Vinall’s 1910 chassis 1388 and Charles Wright's 1911 chassis 1524, ‘The Dreamer’. 
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An original, Ray Pank’s 1925 Silver Ghost Maythorn limousine (113AU) and a reconstruc- 
tion, Rory Poland's 1920 Silver Ghost Bradbury tourer (8CE). 
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Two Mk VI standard saloons: host Robert Hardy's 1948 model 
(B327DZ)... 
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Melanie Sandford-Morgan about to chauffeur father Gavin home in his 
Gavin Sandford-Morgan’s fine 1968 Silver Shadow two-door saloon by purposeful looking 1926 PI (98DC). That mock armoured car body looks 
H.J.Mulliner, Park Ward (CRH5 106). as though it would clear a swathe through any city’s traffic! 


Three pristine early ‘fifties standard steel saloons. From left to right: Alastair Angas's 1954 
A-type (B2UM), David Heuzenroeder’s 1951 Silver Dawn (SDB140) and Jim Schofield's 
1951 Silver Dawn (SDB124). 
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The Ultimate Concours d’Elegance? 


"Pebble Beach" means different things 
to different people. To the golfing enthu- 
siast it is a superb, residential golf club, 
home to the rich and famous, where you 
can be pampered to the ultimate degree 
as long as you can afford it! 


To the car enthusiast its the site of the 
ultimate Concours d'Elegance in the 
U.S.A. — no matter what they may say 
in the eastern States! It is the mecca 
which annually draws enthusiasts from 
all over the world to — as the Pebble 
Beach Foundation President put it — 
“pay homage to that beloved invention — 
the automobile.” 


One just can’t enter a car in this con- 
cours, you have to be invited! By this 
means the organisers (who are not clubs, 
but a local charity foundation), ensure 
that the average standard is indeed high. 
The competition in most categories is 
fierce, bearing in mind that multi-million 
dollar museums enter cars too. For an 
individual of modest resources, to winthe 
Pebble Beach “Top of Show” award 
would be quite an achievement. 


The judging classes are quite different 
from those that we use in a R-R con- 
cours. Although veterans are included, 
the emphasis is clearly on the big, bold 
and beautiful cars of the ‘twenties and 
thirties. There are separate classes for 
wonderful Duesenbergs, Cadillacs, 
Packards and Mercedes Benz. Names 
like Stutz, Cord, Auburn, Chrysler, 
Bugatti, Delahaye, Alfa Romeo, Bentley 


by Tony Ward (N.S.W.) 


and Hispano-Suiza appear in mixed 
classes. 


Two makes were given pride of place 
this year — Rolls-Royce and Pierce- 
Arrow, each with around a dozen entries 
divided into two groups apiece. For Ralls- 
Royce there were eight pre-war Ghosts 
in the first category and two late Ghosts 
in the second category with the Phan- 
toms, making a total of thirteen. Pierce- 
Arrow had nine veterans and two cars 
from the ’thirties. 


The entire concours comprised about 
one hundred and fifty cars of which thirty 
were exhibiting only. The list of honorary 
judges, totalling eighty, included such lu- 
minaries as Lord Montagu, Madame 
Chapron, Phil Hill and Bruno Sacho 
(Mercedes designer). My not-so-hidden 
camera spied them peering under bon- 
nets and insisting the engine be started. 
Like a clutch of specialist physicians 
around a poor patient’s bedside, they 
looked and listened and nodded wisely, 
exchanging inaudible remarks. They had 
the impertinence to demand that mas- 
cots — such as the Flying Lady — be 
removed so they could check the 
patient’s water! 


Meantime the public “oohed” and 
“ahhed” their way around this temporary 
out-door motor museum, situated on the 
18th fairway between the grand Club 
House and the nearby beach. There’s no 
question that its a delightful setting onthe 
Monterey Peninsula across the bay from 


B20BH, the spectacular crowd-pleasing 1947 Bentley Mk VI Franay drophead coupé. owned and 
restored by Gary Wales, photographed by lan Rosenberg at Pebble Beach where it won its Class 


and the French Cup. 
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Carmel, the site of one of the great early 
Missions of California, founded at the 
time Captain Cook was discovering the 
eastern coast of New Holland. 


There must have been twenty RROC 
members from various parts of Australia 
present, lured not only by Pebble Beach, 
but the U.S. RROC’s National Meet 
which was also to be held in the Monterey 
area during the following week. 


For me, the added attraction was the 
fact that L.A. resident and car restorer 
extraordinaire Gary Wales (a member of 
the RROC of Australia — A.C.T. Branch 
— Ed.) who attended the Leura Federal 
Rally last year, had entered a car with 
which he hoped to win both concours! It 
was the 1947 Paris Show car, undoubt- 
edly the most exotic body built on a 
Mk VI chassis, a two-door convertible 
built by Franay of Paris. When Gary 
found it he saw its possibilities, even 
though it was a near wreck, with many 
parts missing. 


Over the past five years | have video- 
taped and shown to N.S.W. Branch 
members various stages of this body-off, 
ground-up rebuild. The final result is 
quite amazing. The concours announcer 
quite rightly described it as an “exotic 
confection”! The front wheels are totally 
enclosed, which makes it quite a wide car 
and there are liberal amounts of chrome 
trim on the mudguards and doors. The 
lustrous black paint is offset by light bur- 
gundy leather — including matching 
frogskin insert panels! There is a single 
side-facing seat in the rear for the 
“waiter” to serve drinks from the splen- 
didly fitted cabinet opposite. The atten- 
tion to detail on the chassis, under the 
bonnet and in the boot has been just 
superb. | guess the same could be said 
of quite a few of the cars at Pebble — | 
do not recall seeing such consistently 
high quality paintwork at any concours 
before. 


As mentioned earlier, there were some 
great makes from the past — some alas 
extinct — featuring the best from that 
great era of American body design, the 


ee 


5-91 


late ‘twenties and 'thirties. Marvellous 
dual-cowl Phaetons, convertible Town 
Cars and supercharged Duesenbergs 
with those silver exhaust tubes emerging 
from the side valances simply voicing 
power (and power they had — 320 bhp 
in the late ’thirties!) The custom 
coachwork on the pre-war Mercedes was 
a revelation too and the Brewster bodies 
on the PI and Pl! were also impressive, 
but | thought that a shiny all-copper re- 
production boat-tail body on a late Ghost 
was “right over the top”. However, the 
public seemed to like this excess from 
Reno. 
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“Right over the top!” This boat-tailed 1921 Silver Ghost (130LG) was described as a Brockman 
Speedster. The coachwork finish is entirely polished copper — even the radiator and inside the 
bonnet (below). Owners: Frank and Janice Hamilton (Nevada). Photos by (upper) Jim McKarns 


Among the veteran Silver Ghosts were 
two 1907 models — a seven-passenger 


tourer (60 553) and a Rippon Brothers 
limousine (60 546, see ‘Ghost Chatter’ 
4-91 and elsewhere in this issue — Ed.) 
A replica Mulliner “balloon car” (1513) 
was dated 1910 and there were two Al- 
pine Eagle tourers of 1914 vintage. | 
half-heard the announcer say that one of 
the veterans belonged originally to Claud 
Johnson and was recovered from Aus- 
tralia (1826E — “The Mystery”, ex-Val 
Stocks (Vic.) and Peter Briggs (W.A.) — 
Ed.) There were three Barker bodies on 
the Phantoms — a Salamanca, a boat- 
tail and an All-weather on Phantoms I, II 
and Ill respectively. Brewster coachwork 
was represented by a York, a Henley and 
a Sports Sedan — all splendid examples 
of the maker’s craft. It was obvious that 
the emphasis at Pebble is mainly on at- 
tractive and exotic coachwork and every 
effort is made to restore to a standard 
which one feels must exceed the makers’ 
original presentation. This is particularly 
evident at times under the bonnet. 


There were some sad stories too, 
amongst all this glamour. A transporter 
conveying three cars failed to turn up 
until late afternoon, the driver having 
thought that the event was to be held the 
following day! The precious cargo was 
too late for inclusion. Imagine the feel- 
ings of the owners after all their prepara- 
tion. The other story concerned a unique 
Pll Continental (2MS) fitted with a one- 
only curvaceous pillarless sports saloon 
body by Figoni & Falaschi of Paris. The 
engine was restored in the U.K. and then 
the car was taken to a firm in California 
for body restoration. The owner came 
from Bombay to see his ‘baby’ for the first 
time since restoration. Imagine his feel- 


of California and (lower) Keith Wherry. 
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ings when it resisted all attempts to start 
the engine. The judges came back three 
times hoping to hear it running, for they 
obviously wanted to give it an award — 
but it was not to be. Some expert me- 
chanical adjustments the following day 
enabled it to win a special award at the 
following week's RROC concours. 


Gary Wales’s Franay won one of the 
Pebble Beach Elegance awards, the 
Best Post-war European Coachwork 
award and the French Cup. Each time it 
glided silently over the grass to the raised 
award ramp it received acclamation. It 
was clearly the public favourite, conse- 
quently there was a murmur of disbelief 
when they announced that it had been 
beaten for “Best of Show” by one point! 
Later the word leaked out that ‘the pow- 
ers that be’ weren’t prepared to give the 
award two years running to a non-Amer- 
ican car — a Bugatti having won it last 
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year! To everyone’s surprise, the winner 
was a 1932 Chrysler Le Baron Speedster 
from New Jersey, once owned by Walter 
Chrysler. 


A study of the statistics reveals that the 
last time a post-war car won it was in 
1968 and prior to that they won it only in 
the first few years of the contest from 
1950 to 1954. The odds are clearly 
stacked against the post-war vehicle but 
the gods smiled on Gary and his Franay 
Bentley when at the RROC concours 
‘they’ won the highest possible award by 
a unanimous vote — "Best of Show — 
Post-war"! C’est la vie! 


P.S. Best of Show Pre-war was an 
8-Litre Bentley. Apparently the W.O. 
owners fraternise with the Rolls-Royce 
owners in the States...how delightfull 
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The RROC Inc National Meet 


tn August | enjoyed the very great plea- 
sure of attending the National Meet of our 
U.S. sister Club the Rolls-Royce Owners’ 
Club, Inc., held in Monterey. With its kind 
climate, this picturesque and historic cor- 
ner of the northern California coast made 
an ideal setting for 250 or so Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley cars. 


| arrived in Los Angeles on Tuesday, 
20th August on one of the tedious but 
convenient non-stop flights from Sydney, 
then transferred to a domestic flight to 
San Jose where | was met by Sam 
Shoup, his son Charlie and Charlie’s wife 
Fran. Sam is a legendary figure in the 
RROC, one of its founders, its first Pres- 
ident in 1951 and now a spry 86 years 


S362RL, epitomises the “Dawn Patrol”. 


— Monterey, California 


by Martin Bennett 


old. We have been friends through the 
mail for a couple of decades or so and it 
was a gratifying experience to at last 
meet him in person, as well as his son 
and daughter-in-law. Later | was also to 
meet Charlie and Fran’s son Mark, his 
wife Mary Ann and their twin 3 year old 
sons Andrew and Christopher — four 
generations of Shoups! 


The hour and a haif drive down Inter- 
state 101 to Monterey showed just how 
drought-stricken this part of the U.S. is. 
The thousands of eucalyptus trees, intro- 
duced from their native Australia many 
years ago and now common throughout 
California, were doing what they do best 
and holding up to the dry conditions. 


This photograph, taken by the Editor in the early morning coastal mist from the rear seat of 


A brief pause on the Big Sur coast road. The lead car here is S362RL, the “Pall Mall” tourer in 
which your Editor rode on the Dawn Patrol. Owner Don Davies (Pennsylvania) at the wheel. Note 
that these late (in this instance 1926) Springfield Ghosts had radiator shutters of the Phantom | 
type — that model having been in production at Derby since the previous year. 


Monterey itself is spread around Monte- 
rey Bay and along with neighbouring 
Carmel appears to be something of a 
play-ground for the wealthy, who are at- 
tracted to the real estate along the coast 
at Carmel, where Clint Eastwood was 
once Mayor. 


That evening we had a smorgasbord 
dinner at the famous Monterey Aquar- 
ium, where I was able to reaquaint myself 
with some of my American friends, meet 
some new ones — and started to realise 
just how many Australians were there! 


With my biological clock well out of sync 
with the time in California it was no prob- 
lem rising at 6.00am the next day to take 
part in one of the more novel and suc- 
cessful features of these Meets — the 
Dawn Patrol. This has absolutely nothing 
to do with Silver Dawns and everything 
to do with Silver Ghosts! Each morning 
of the Meet the Silver Ghost owners and 
their cars and other interested persons 
gather outside the Meet Headquarters at 
dawn, riders are allocated seats and all 
set off in convoy on a scenic drive with 
breakfast at the other end. On this partic- 
ular morning our destination was a small 
restaurant (though we breakfasted out- 
side) set high above the Pacific Ocean at 
Big Sur, on the scenic coastal road south 
of Carmel. | was fortunate enough to 
secure my Dawn Patrol ride with Donald 
Davies in his 1926 Springfield Silver 
Ghost S362RL, a Rolls-Royce Custom 
Coachwork ‘Pall Mall’ tourer. Don had 
driven the Ghost fully laden with his party 
of four — all wearing "Coast to Coast by 
Ghost" windcheaters — right across the 
continent from Media, Pennsylvania. The 
car’s performance on this rugged coast 
road was impressive, as was its 
coachwork which was as tight as a drum 
and free of rattles. At the breakfast venue 
| was introduced to Roger Morrison from 
Kansas and this paved the way for an- 
other unforgettable Ghostly experience 
that afternoon. 
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Roger arranged to meet me outside my 
hotel at noon. He was waiting with his 
superb 1912 Silver Ghost Roi des Belges 
tourer, chassis 1830. He drove this fine 
veteran with practised ease out to the 
coast road, then offered me the wheel. 
These early Ghosts are a remarkable 
driving experience. Their narrow tyres 
and relatively low weight make for pleas- 
antly light steering and all the other con- 
trols work in a manner that helped earn 
the Silver Ghost the title of “The Best Car 
inthe World”. They must have been quite 
incomparably superior to other cars of 
the period, | thought out loud as we 
cruised comfortably and silently at 
50mph. It was worth travelling a third of 
the way round the world and back for that 
experience alone! 


About this time | began to realise that 
there were a good deal more Australians 
at this Meet than | had at first supposed. 
Sam had asked me how many | thought 
would be there, and knowing that a few 
who had intended going had dropped 
out, replied rather over cautiously that 
there were “probably about seven or 
eight”. Then | began bumping into people 
in Hotel lobbies who | had no idea would 
be there. Many of them didn’t know I'd be 
there, either! So | reassessed my esti- 
mate and gave Sam an updated figure of 
fifteen. However, it quickly became ap- 
parent that there were many more even 
than that and on Saturday when we all 
met for a group photograph it turned out 
that | was still wildly underestimating the 
numbers. Twenty-eight Aussies lined up 
for the photograph! 


It was also on Wednesday that | had an 
initially brief encounter with the ‘Flying 
Lady’ Editors Ken and Mermie Karger. 
We passed each other outside the hotel 
and Ken caught a glimpse of my name- 
tag. |caught a glimpse of his face, which 
seemed familiar. As | turned, so did he 
and as we were both in a hurry we agreed 
to have a longer and more fruitful talk 
later. This we eventually did and I learned 
a great deal about editing a Rolls-Royce 
& Bentley club magazine. Ken and 
Mermie are extremely dedicated and 
their attention to detail is astounding. 
What they have achieved during two 
stints at the Editorship of F.L. does them 
great credit and has long given me a 
standard to aim for. 
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Roger Morrison (Kansas) and riders in — or rather on — his 1912 Roi des Belges style Silver 
Ghost (1830) during a brief Dawn Patrol pause. Later in the day your Editor was fortunate enough 
to have driven this magnificent car. The smoothness and silence are legendary and this car lives 
up to the legend superbly. 


Don Davies at the wheel of S362RL. 


One of the majestic concrete bridges that span several rivers and creeks flowing into the Pacific 


north of Big Sur, seen from the front seat of S362RL. 


On Wednesday evening | enjoyed a 
pleasant dinner in the genial company of 
Federal President Russell Rolls, Heather 
Rolls and George Tippett, all of the Vic- 
toria Branch, at the end of Monterey’s 
Fisherman’s Wharf. As we ate we 
watched the Sea Otters and Sealions in 
the harbour— though we couldn't always 
agree which was which! A very enjoyable 
end to my first full day in Monterey. 


Another thing which quickly became 
apparent was that | had been misin- 
formed about the quality of restoration 
work in the U.S., having been told more 
than once that the quality of such work in 
that country is well below that which we 
are used to in Australia. This is clearly not 
the case. The standard is very high in- 
deed. What the Americans regard as the 
top restorations are really superb, though 
in all too many cases hopelessly over- 
done in my view, and often with quite 
bizarre colour schemes. | should hasten 
to add, though, that this applies here, too! 
Some people just can’t help themselves. 
However, the standard of restoration is 
generally of a high order, with preserva- 
tion of authenticity obviously high in the 
order of priorities with most people. If 
only they wouldn’t fit those wide white- 
walls, at least to the British cars! 


Although the American Meets run for 
nearly a week, there is never a lack of 
something to do. | must stress that | did 
not attend anything like all the functions. 
For example | did not go to Hearst Castle 
or to any of the nearby motor museums, 
all of which | was told were spectacular. 
Technical Sessions run more or less con- 
tinuously, covering every conceivable 
subject from Silver Shadow maintenance 
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to woodwork (interior and structural), 
Hartford shock absorbers to S.U. car- 
buretters, a vintage car driving school 
and even car photography lesson — 
which | could have benefited from but 
unfortunately missed. There was some- 
thing on every evening, though | gave a 
couple of functions a miss and just re- 
laxed with friends or watched the mo- 
mentous events unfolding in Moscow on 
CNN — one of more than twenty chan- 
nels not including cable T.V. Now that’s 
what I call freedom of choice! 


Readers may recall, in PRAECLARUM 
5/6-90, p.1752, seeing Gary Wales’s 
1947 Bentley Mk VI (B20BH) with its rare 
and exotic Franay drophead coupe body 
in the early stages of restoration. I initially 
reacquainted myself with this car in the 
underground carpark of the Monterey 
Marriott Hotel and | could barely believe 
my eyes! The standard to which this car 
has been restored is just breathtaking. 
The body style is, of course, an excep- 
tionally flamboyant one to begin with, and 
the restoration naturally reflects this. 
From the gleaming black paintwork to the 
optically perfect scimitar-shaped slabs of 
chrome the car looked just as it must 
have when it won early post-war con- 
cours d’elegance events in France all 
those years ago. Gary really only allowed 
himself two concessions to his wit and 
sense of the outrageous. Firstly, the 
pleated sections of the upholstery and 
the instrument panel (there is no decora- 
tive woodwork) are covered with Philip- 
pine frog-skins — hundreds of them! 
Basically, it feels like any other soft 
leather, but it looks, well... warty! Sec- 
ondly, the mascot. | am really at a loss to 
describe this, but | will do my best. | 


Gary Wales’ 1947 Mk VI (B20BH). The Franay coachwork is one of the most exuberantly 


flamboyant ever fitted to a post-war Rolls-Royce or Bentley chassis. Photo by Tony Ward. 
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should first point out that Gary is some- 
thing of a mascot aficionado. | well recall 
his explanation that he didn’t want any- 
thing gauche as he showed me the mind- 
boggling mascot of his Bentley ‘Royale’ 
special that must have been at least eigh- 
teen inches tall — but that’s another 
story. B20BH has two radiator caps and 
mascots — one conventional for the 
judges’ benefit, the other rather less so. 
In fact its a frog. A little golden prancing 
frog sandwiched between two large 
chrome ‘B’s, each with a huge wing jut- 
ting out the side. The car reportedly 
caused something of a sensation at the 
previous week’s Pebble Beach Con- 
cours, where it won Best of Class and 
came within one vote of being outright 
winner. No doubt the fact that it is a 
post-war car worked against it as it is 
almost unheard of for such a car to win 
at Pebble Beach, no matter how good. 
The RROC judging was still to come. 


On Thursday afternoon Gary and Mari- 
lyn Wales were setting off to Pebble 
Beach to do a little shopping and invited 
me along. We went in their Turbo R 
(BRL31630) which was brand new when 
| last rode in it last November. Gary sug- 
gested that I drive back to Monterey. This 
was fine except that it was the first time | 
had ever driven a left-hand drive car. | 
had driven on U.S. roads before, but only 
in right-hand drive cars! Not being accus- 
tomed to this new experience and some- 
what misjudging the width of the car on 
the narrow winding road, | blotted my 
copybook by scuffing akerb. Fortunately, 
marks on the tyres were the only damage 
and those lovely alloy wheels escaped 
my driving unscathed! 


The “Western Hoe-down” was on that 
evening and | wasn't going to miss it. | 
just had to go to that one, if only to find 
out just what a Hoe-down js. The Meet 
information book, which incidently was 
about an inch thick, told us “If this ain’t 
the doggonest, outrageous Western 
party you've ever been to — then we ain't 
real cowboys!” Well, it seems we ain’t, 
because from where | was sitting it 
seemed exactly like a quiet, good old 
Australian barbecue, with the only obvi- 
ous difference being the surroundings — 
the courtyard of Carmel Mission. The 
Mission, officially called Mission San 
Carlos Borromeo del Carmelo, was es- 
tablished in 1778 and built in, naturally, 
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Spanish Mission style. There is a chain 
of these Missions all the way up the coast 
from Mexico to Northern California, each 
a day’s horse-ride apart. One apparently 
cultural difference that several of the 
Australians commented upon is that our 
American cousins seem to start these 
functions much earlier than we do. Just 
as they’re winding down we’d be just 
getting started. Nevertheless, it was 
good to meet another U.S. correspond- 
ant of mine, Ted Reich from Portland, 
Oregon, as well as two New Zealanders 
Roy Tilley and Ken White. 


The day we had all been waiting for was 
the Field Meet — i.e. what we would call 
the Concours d’Elegance. This was held 
on Saturday, August 24th at the Carmel 
Valley Country Club at Quail Lodge. This 
was as fine and prestigious a location for 
Rolls-Royce and Bentley judging as ! 
have ever seen, and some 250 cars 
turned out on the day. The actual judging 
is taken very seriously indeed by the 
American Club. For example, they are 
now working towards a system of dedi- 
cated judging forms for each model, or 
group of models, for the obvious reason 
that each is different and their differing 
features demand a different judging 
form. All very logical and well thought out. 
Although the morning started cool and 
misty the day turned out more typically 
Californian, with warm sunshine by mid- 
morning. On the judging field | couldn’t 
help noticing more of the very profes- 
sional modus operandi of the ‘Flying 
Lady’ Editors Ken and Mermie Karger. 
The previous evening | had enjoyed a 
fruitful conversation with them in which 
they explained their reasons for doing 
certain things in certain ways. Now | was 
seeing them at work. Both are expert 
photographers who really know how to 
make a car look its best on the printed 
page. They do not walk around the rows 
of cars photographing them the way | do. 
Oh no! They have their high quality large- 
format cameras set up on sturdy tripods 
before a suitable background and the 
cars go to them. 


One of the highlights of the day for me 
was when the RROC’s Mr Silver Ghost 
Derek du Toit alerted me that something 
interesting was about to happen. A local 
gentleman had a Rolls-Royce that had 
been in his shed for more than fifty years 
and it was coming down to the judging 
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field. It turned out to be one of those 
absolute gems that you only see once or 
twice in a lifetime. As if it had emerged 
from atime capsule was a 1920 Derby 
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Derek du Toit is a South African now resident 
in New Jersey and a leading light in the Silver 
Ghost Association. 


Silver Ghost, chassis 72GE, with Brew- 
ster ‘St. Stephen’ Salamanca 
coachwork. Everything about it was com- 
pletely original. The original black paint 
was the worse for age — though not 
wear — as was the leather upholstery in 
the driver’s compartment, but the cloth 
upholstery in the rear was perfectly pre- 
served and the chassis was an object 
lesson for the over-restorers in what a 
Silver Ghost should really look like. 


That night was the Awards Banquet at 
the Monterey Conference Center at the 
Doubletree Hotel. The logistics of pre- 
senting awards for no fewer than sixteen 
Classes, each with a first, second and 
third place, as well as a bewildering vari- 
ety of Senior and Special Awards, makes 
for considerable difficulties, to say noth- 
ing of getting through the actual meal and 
several speeches. The Class Awards 
were taken to the winners at their tables, 
as were the replicas of the Senior and 


Seemingly straight from a time capsule was 72GE, a British Silver Ghost chassis built just before 
production commenced at Springfield, with Brewster ‘St. Stephen’ coachwork. Around 7,000 miles 
from new and totally original! With a little judicious cleaning the engine (below) would look exactly 
as it would have when it left the Derby works. Interesting to compare it with 130LG on page 1909! 
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Albers Rolls-Royce. Who would guess that this neat and spotlessly clean building in the small 
Indiana town of Zionsville (population 3,948) has more Rolls-Royce and Bentley spares pass 
through it each year than any other dealership in the world? Sam Shoup, Charlie Shoup and 
Hermann Albers out front. 


ae 
From left to right: Hermann’s sons Greg and Mark, Hermann, Sam Shoup and Charlie Shoup. 


Street Names — Hermann Albers style! 
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Special Awards, which are perpetual tro- 
phies. The actual trophies for these 
Awards, most of which are very large and 
very heavy, were presented after the 
function at an out-door drive-by of the 
winning cars. | stayed and watched this, 
but most people didn’t as it extended into 
the small hours and northern California, 
in my limited experience, is far from warm 
at night even in August. 


Gary Wales won the Rolls-Royce Tro- 
phy for Best of Show, Post-war, for 
B20BH. Since the American Club has no 
equivalent to our Overall Winner, this 
was the highest award he could possibly 
have won. Since Gary is amember of the 
A.C.T. Branch of our Club, we can claim 
with complete honesty that an A.C.T. 
Branch car won three major awards at 
the Pebble Beach Concours and Best 
Post-war car at the RROC Monterey 
Meet! 


Sunday morning a fine Farewell Break- 
fast was enjoyed with Keith and Kerry 
Wherry, Russell and Heather Rolls, John 
and Jan Altmann, Wendy Friezer, and 
later joined by Tony Ward and Eric Lang. 
Sam, Charlie, Fran and myself then 
drove back to San Jose for our respective 
flights to Indianapolis — they via St. 
Louis and me via Dallas by different air- 
lines! We regrouped at Indianapolis, hav- 
ing arrived within a short time of each 
other, and drove to Charlie and Fran’s 
home at Carmel (emphasis on the first 
syllable here, unlike Carmel, California, 
where we had been the previous day.) 


Most of Monday was accounted for 
visiting the business premises and home 
of Hermann Albers. This is a story in 
itself, but suffice it to say that Hermann’s 
apparently small operation is bigger than 
it seems. He has, in fact, through sheer 
hard work and determination, become 
the world’s biggest outlet for Rolls-Royce 
and Bentley spare parts. That’s right — 
the world’s. Hermann showed us through 
some of his stock and | was particularly 
impressed by the extent of his parts in- 
ventory for pre-1965 cars. There is also 
a spotlessly clean and orderly workshop 
and a small showroom with a new Cor- 
niche Ill and Bentley Turbo R on display. 
Allinthe small country town of Zionsville, 
Indiana. Incidently, Albers Rolls-Royce is 
one of only a very small number of 
organisations in the world permitted to 
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have ‘Rolls-Royce’ as part of its trading 
name. A change of Company policy 
some years ago meant that only those 
retailers already afforded this privilege 
could retain it, and few of these remain. 


Hermann and his wife Jerry have re- 
cently built a fine new house in a sub-di- 
vision that has — to the casual observer 
at least — some rather unusual street 
names, but we wouldn't find anything 
unusual about “Mulsanne Drive”, “Silver 
Wraith Court” or “Camargue Drive”, 
would we? You don’t suppose Hermann 
nad anything to do with this, do you? 


Bidding farewell to Charlie and Fran, 
Sam and | set out next morning in his 
1973 Buick bound for Sam’s home in Oak 
Ridge, Tennessee. Its an easy six hour 
drive on the Interstates via Louisville and 
Lexington, Kentucky. As we drove south 
the flat plains of Indiana gave way to the 
rolling “blue-grass” country of Kentucky 
(some imagination needed here!) and 
then to the rugged forested mountains of 
Tennessee. Oak Ridge itself is known as 
the “Atomic City”. It did not even exist 
until the years leading up to the end of 
World War Il and even then security de- 
creed that it should not be shown on any 
map. Its main claim to fame dates from 
the days of the Manhatten District Project 
which culminated in the explosion of two 
bombs over the cities of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, effectively ending World War 
Il. Today Oak Ridge is very much on the 
map and continues as a centre for ura- 
nium enrichment, both weapons and 
power generation grades. It is pictur- 
esquely located on the Clinch River in the 
Tennessee Cumberlands. The day and a 
half of Southern hospitality here with 
Sam Shoup was much too short and | 
should have found time to stay a little 
longer. He was keen to show me the 
nearby Great Smoky Mountains and the 
Museum of Appalachia in Gatlinburg and 
has invited me back to do this. | might just 
take him up on that and | think the 1993 
National Meet in Asheville, North Caro- 
lina, in the heart of the Great Smokies, 
might just present the perfect 
opportunity! 


Photographs by the Editor except 
where otherwise indicated. 
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chwork. S239FP Fleetwood roadster in the foreground. 


A Springfield Phantom | engine. Those familiar with the Derby PI will see several quite major 
differences. There are two coils and distributors and no magneto, but the most obvious difference 
is that in order to leave space for the left-hand steering box and column the exhaust manifolds 
and down-pipes were relocated to the right side of the engine, out of sight in this view. Note also 
the reservoir for the Bijur chassis lubrication system — a feature later copied on the British 
Rolls-Royce. Photo by Jim Kelso, 


After production of the Springfield P! ceased in 1931 the American market was catered for by 
shipping British-built chassis for coachwork to be built in the U.S. A special left-hand drive version 
of the Phantom II chassis was offered for just this purpose. However, the Phantom III was available 
only in right-hand drive form on a seemingly take it or leave it basis. Even so, several Pill chassis 
went new to the U.S., including this one (3BT163) which was fitted with sedanca de ville — or 
‘town car’ in American parlance — coachwork by Inskip of New York, who were also importers 
and retailers. 
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An overview of the “Field Meet" Carmel Valley Country Club at Quail Lodge, 24th August. 
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Above: Roger Morrison's magnificent 1912 Silver Ghost (1830) and, at right, the instru- 
ments which include a superb CAV switchbox. Your Editor was privileged to have driven 
this car. Photo by Jim Kelso. Below: Racey and distinctively American Brewster ‘Henley’ 
roadster coachwork graces this 1931 Pll chassis 285A4JS, one of the special left-hand 
drive series which Derby built for the American market. Owner: Steve Nanini (Arizona). 
Photographed at Pebble Beach by Keith Wherry. 
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contingent at Quail Lodge. 
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One of the many superb Rolls-Royce cars at Monterey, beautifully restored with their British 
appearance and character retained was this 1930 Phantom II (143GN) with Hooper Allweather 
coachwork, owned by Californian Lee Garoyan. 


Gary and Marilyn Wales with their Franay Mk VI (B20BH). Marilyn is holding the French Cup, one 
of their two Pebble Beach awards. Looking on in the background at right is New South Wales 


member Eric Lang. Photo by Tony Ward. 
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60 553 (left) is one of a mere handful of Manchester Silver Ghosts to have survived. This 1907 car was restored by Florida collector Millard Newman. 
1826E “The Mystery" (right) is also rare, being one of the very few surviving genuine undersiung London—Edinburgh cars. It was used when new 
by Claud Johnson and later found its way to Australia where it was owned by Val Stocks (Vic.) and subsequently by Peter Briggs (W.A.) The 
coachwork, originally by Holmes of Derby, has been extensively rebuilt but remains a faithful representation of the original. Both these cars are 
owned by Robert M. Lee (Nevada). Keith Wherry took the photos at Pebble Beach. 


Derek du Toit's 1920 Silver Ghost (78FW) is a “go anywhere” car that is nevertheless in fine condition. Derek knows how 
to maintain a Ghost and coax it into delivering its best performance. Note the Alpine-style syphon tube on the radiator. 


Also seen in the last issue of PRAECLARUM, this is Millard Newman's fine recreation of 60 547. The Rippon limousine coachwork bristles with 
lovely period fittings, including this Smith's instrument (below, right) which embodies a clock, speedometer and a row of indicator lights operated 
from a rotary switch in the rear compartment to keep James informed of his master's wishes. 
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Behring Auto Museum Tour 


by John Altmann (Vic.) 


On the 22nd August an organised bus tour to the Behring 
Auto Museum at Donville, near San Francisco, was on the 
National Meet itinerary of events. The visit started with a rare 
privilege arranged for the Club to see the restoration and 
storage area near the Museum. The most exotic cars, beau- 
tifully restored, including about eight or ten Rolls-Royces 
were shown to us by a most helpful staff member who pointed 
out the amazing details of the rare and unusual cars. One of 
the most outstanding was a Barker-bodied Phantom II Ma- 
harajah hunting car of superb innovative design including 
three Purdy (of course! — Ed.) shotguns arranged in the 
boot. Amongst the other Rolls-Royce cars | was pleased to 
see a Iwb Silver Wraith with Hooper “Empress”-style 
coachwork identical to my own DLW25. 


The actual Behring Auto Museum is a magnificent granite, 
marble and glass palace, the most opulent and expensive 
museum | have seen. Set into expansive waterways, foun- 
tains and waterfalls it is part of a museum complex which in 
turn is part of an exclusive shopping centre and security- 
fenced housing project. The car museum consists of exhibi- 
tion space on two floors, the ground floor being the actual 
museum collection while the first floor is for non-American 
cars and also contains exhibits on loan from other collec- 
tions. All cars are exhibited on black marble floors with 
dramatic spotlights and no background lighting. This makes 
photography and viewing of details difficult, but for general 
effect and highlighting body styles it is very artistic. 


The mainly American cars on the ground floor include the 
rarest of marques, mostly with special bodies, which be- 


longed to film stars and other famous people. Some experi- 
mental cars and models from failed factories and which never 
came into production were most interesting. European cars 
on the first floor included a few very early Silver Ghosts, all 
with splendid original bodies, including the famous “Corgi” 
double limousine. Outstanding “supercars” of the 1930s in- 
cluded quite a few Mercedes, Kompressors, Hispano- 
Suizas, lsotta Fraschinis and examples of Daimler, Horch, 
Maybach, Voisin, Cord, Duesenberg and many more — all 
dramatically displayed. | wanted to buy a book or catalogue 
of the collection but there was absolutely nothing on sale — 
not even a postcard! After voicing my surprise | was shown 
a large and impressive collectable book, leather bound and 
only produced in a limited (3,000) edition. Looking at it closely 
| came to the conclusion that it was the finest book on old 
cars that | had ever seen and promptly bought it, in spite of 
the $US400 price tag. | can thoroughly recommend it to 
anyone as the most artistic and outstandingly well produced 
book on old cars. Include $US30 with your order for air 
freight. 


Other RROC activities we took part in included technical 
seminars, a judging school, a restorers’ panel discussion, a 
Phantom Ill seminar, the Silver Ghost Association meeting 
and lunch, Silver Ghost Dawn Patrol in the Monterey Hills, a 
dinner at the famous Monterey Aquarium, a visitto a restored 
sardine canning plant in Cannery Row, an historic house 
visit, a fashion parade and other activities too numerous to 
list. For a full nine days of car-related and social happen- 
ings this Meet was an outstanding success and | can 
recommend any RROC Inc Meet to our members. 


Left: Photographed by John Altmann in the Behring Museum, this 1912 Silver Ghost Barker Double Pullman limousine was immortalised 
by Corgi for one of their models — now, like the real thing, a collectors’ item! Chassis No. 1907. Right: Purdy shotguns in the rear of the 


Phantom II Maharajah hunting car referred to in this article. 
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Not for the French carrossier Figoni & Falaschi the conservative lines of English coachbuilders’ bodies! 1932 Phantom II 


(2MS) pillarless saloon owned by Jeff Davis of Bombay, India. 


2MS. Coachbuilder's plate, just above the run- 
ning board where the doors meet. 


: H pit : - 
2MS. Keith Wherry'’s photo shows the pillarless construction and the distinctive Art Nouveau 
interior with its four identical bucket seats. The interior colour scheme is soft grey and lilac. Note 
that interior woodwork is kept to a minimum! 


2MS. Under the bonnet this car is a veritable miracle of modern restoration and polishing techniques — but they didn’t 
look like that when new! Royce’s finishes were much more subdued. 
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Meet Chairmen Peter and Bonnie Lind's 1936 Phantom Il (3BU48). The exceptionally handsome razor-edge sedanca 
de ville coachwork is by Park Ward. 


Karl Zoller (Pennsylvania) took out the Jack Frost Trophy, awarded by Beautiful Gurney Nutting three-position drophead coupé coachwork on 
ballot, as well as the Class with his 1938 4-1/4 Litre H.J.Mullinerdrophead 1936 4-1/4 Litre (B202GA) owned by John Blackburn (California). 
coupé (B77LE). 


1R1 is a former experimental car known as “Silver Ripple”. It was used 
to test several engine types including the F-head engines that were . 
standardised after the War. Itwas converted from Rolls-Royce to Bentley Tourer coachwork was rare by the late thirties, as were polished alumin- 
appearance before sale. It is owned by Darrell Edwards (California). jum bonnets. This 1936 Phantom III (3AX123) has both. Body by 
Photo by Keith Wherry. Cooper. Owner: Virgil Millett (New York). 


The Phantom I! Continental is among the most desirable of pre-war Rolls-Royce cars. This 1934 example (8SK) is 
fitted with the attractive standardised Park Ward close-coupled saloon coachwork. Owner: Neal Kirkham (California). 


<P 
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The Freestone & Webb razor-edge coachwork on this 1947 Mk VI (B370BH) could be seen as a post-war development 
of the same coachbuilder’s famous “top hat" saloons on pre-war Bentley chassis. Owner: Steve Hall (California). 


Queensland number plate on Californian Dennis Ashley's 1951 Mk VI Texan Everett Pauls brought his James Young bodied 1954 A-type 
(8354LJ) caused many an Australian double take! DeliverednewinNew (B105WG). The body style foreshadowed the S Types. 
South Wales. 
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A bit bruised, but obviously still sound mechanically, this 1947 Silver dim Toole from Los Angeles owns a fine collection of Rolls-Royce cars. 

Wraith Park Ward saloon (WCBS) was driven by owner Richard Simp- His 1961 Silver Wraith H.J.Mulliner limousine (LALW22), a 1952 Toronto 

son with four up all the way across the continent from Ontario, Canada. Motor Show exhibit, was good enough to win the Royce Memorial Trophy 
— a best of previous winners award. 


Of the fourteen Silver Wraiths at Monterey, perhaps the most impressive and elegant was this 1952 example (WVH22) 
with Freestone & Webb coupé coachwork. 
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Though we see lots of Silver Dawns in Australia, very few are coachbuilt. Of the six examples at Monterey, this fine 
Park Ward drophead coupé (LSHD34) caught the attention of your Editor's camera. Owner Eric Lorentzen brought it 
up from Arizona. 


a 
Unmistakable Hooper styling distinguishes this long wheelbase Silver fe, : 
Cloud (BLC31) owned by Ethel Mullaly, who didn't have far to drive from Keith Wherry was moved to photograph the unusual rear aspect of this 
Carmel, California. This car was a 1958 Earls Court Motor Show exhibit. 1956 S1 Freestone & Webb saloon (B532EG) owned by Californian 
Photo by Jim Kelso. Don Boysen. 


Your Editor was unable to identify this S3 Continental by chassis Of the post-war cars, one of the most impressive was this magnificent 

number, but the rare two-door coachwork by H.J.Mulliner being one of }— 1963 Phantom V touring limousine by James Young (5L VA19) owned by 

his favourites, it simply had to be photographed! Dick Thomas, all the way from New Jersey. Federal President Russell 
Rolls was caught admiring it. 


Another of Jim Toole’s superb cars is this 1957 Silver Cloud H.J.Mulliner drophead coupé (LSFE451). The standard 
of presentation, outside, inside and underneath, was very high indeed. Good enough to win the prestigious Guerrero 
Trophy — a personal (as opposed to professional) restoration award. 
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There were two black Turbo Rs at Monterey. This one (BRL31630)is “The Ice Man cometh”. The other black Turbo R (BRK26884) owned by 
owned by Gary Wales. It is distinguished by a pre-war/early post-war Clinton Dickson. Note the standard winged ‘B’', which while not fitted to 
rearward leaning winged ‘B' mascot. Note that the array of badges _ the car when built, is available as an accessory. 


includes that of the RROC of Australia — Gary is a member. 


a 
mo 
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Either of these drophead coupés would be a most enviable possession, but Craig McFarland of Carmel owns both! 


The 1962 S3 on the left is B260CN and is believed to have been the only one built as a Bentley. The 1963 Silver 
Cloud Ill is LSCX547. 


S.Prestley Blake of Connecticut wanted a Silver Spirit convertible — but 
| Rolls-Royce don't make one. Undeterred by this he orderedanew 1990 New South Wales members Dorothy and Jim Kelso with a Silver Spur 
| Silver Spirit ll (ASL31319) and turned to Niko-Michael Coachworks in stretch limo which a dealer had on display at the Concours. Don't know 
Port Washington, Long Island, who had earlier converted a Silver Spur what the extra length would do for the hanaling qualities, but it does 
| into a four-door tourer for him. This car is technically a roadster, as itis nothing for its looks. 
a two-seater with no rear seat. The front doors were lengthened by 6 ; 
| inches and the rear doors eliminated. The boot was shortened by 8 
inches without shortening the wheelbase. The resultant car is beautifully 
finished in metallic Balmoral Green with tan upholstery and hood. Helen 
Blake is seen at the wheel in this photo, which was taken by lan 
Rosenberg. 
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No Silver Ghosts as such in this issue of 
‘Ghost Chatter’. Instead we have two 
pre-Ghost cars, both 4-cylinder Light 
Twenties. At right is a photograph taken 
by Marilyn Stokes (Vic.) at this year’s 
RREC Annual Rally at Castle Ashby, of 
one of the survivors, while below is an 
item on anon-surviving car (as far as is 
known.) 


The first Rolls-Royce in New Zea- 
land 


Ken White, Editor of the New Zealand 
Rolls-Royce & Bentley Club’s Newslet- 
ter, sent this fascinating period photo- 
graph of what is said to have been the 
first Rolls-Royce to arrive in New Zea- 
land. It is, of course, a four cylinder 
20h.p., of which two are known to have 
gone New Zealand. These were: 40502 
(a Heavy Twenty) to J.Nathan & Co and 
40522 (Light) for C.Rhodes of Auckland. 


Another NZRR&BC member, John Fer- 
guson, writes: “Pam MacLean in her 
book The Veteran Years of New Zealand 
Motoring makes mention of the Rhodes 
car which took part in a trial from Auck- 
land to Wellington. The cars left Auck- 
land on New Year's Eve, 1906. The 


The first Rolls-Royce in New Zealand, 


ae 


believed to be Light Twenty 40522. 


1925 


Federal President Russell Rolls at the wheel of 1905 4-cylinder Light Twenty (26350). With him 
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are fellow Victoria Branch members David Jones (front seat), George Tippett and Paul Stokes 
(recording the event on video). Owner John Kennedy, who among other club affiliations is a 
member of our A.C.T. Branch, is at the off-side of the car talking to Russell. 


Rhodes new Rolls-Royce was used to 
supervise the observers. In 1907 three 
cars including the Rhodes Rolls-Royce 
drove from Taumarunuito Wellington via 
Taihape and Wanganui, returning to 
Auckland through Napier. Rhodes’ pow- 
erful Rolls-Royce pulled the smaller cars 
through the many fords on the route. 
Mention is made of the fact that this 
Rolls-Royce was fitted with a locally 
made body and could seat up to five 
people. No delivery date is given for the 
Nathan car, but the chassis number sug- 
gests late 1906. The Heaw type chassis 
was 8 inches longer in the wheelbase. 


*. 


“To summarize: | will stick my neck out 
and suggest that the car in the photo- 
graph is the Rhodes Light Twenty. The 
flat steering wheel and rectangular radi- 
ator badge confirm 1906 origins (earlier 
cars having had a dished steering wheel 
and oval badge).” 


Can any PRAECLARUM reader add to 
this information? More importantly, if any 
member knows the present location of 
this car and the owner is prepared to 
swap it for a new Datsun, full details 
should be sent to the Editor without tell- 
ing anybody else! 


Martin Bennett 
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ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 


Cars For Sale 


AR sitter 


1921 Silver Ghost (76JG) Jackson, Jones & 
Collins limousine. Yellow and black. Full res- 
toration, Club reg., chassis cards, handbook. 
Winner of Australian Coachwork Trophy, 
1991 Federal Concours, Perth. $185,000, 
Dave Simpson, Box 1016, Carnarvon, W.A. 
6701 (099) 41 8374 


1934 Phantom Il Continental (138SK) 
Barker saloon. Unique opportunity to pur- 
chase a rare and desirable motor car. 
See colour photo PRAECLARUM 1-91. Inde- 
pendent inspection welcome. Eastern States 
members can direct enquiries to David Ekberg 
of R.A.McDermott & Co. Licensed and in very 
good order. Original toolkit. $184,000. Mau- 
tice Brockwell (09) 274 6598 


1934 20/25 (GYD40) Windovers town limou- 
sine and 1936 25/30 (GTL4) Windovers 7- 
seater limousine. Both in black over pastel 
grey, very good condition, full registration, 
nothing to spend. $150,000 the pair. Andrew 
McFarland (02) 30 2935 


INFORMATION: Classified ads must be 
factual and accurate. Persons misrepre- 
senting cars, parts or services will be denied 
further advertising. Ads for cars for sale 
must include chassis number and asking 
price. Ads are edited to conform to a stan- 
dard format and may be condensed or re- 
jected at the discretion of the Editor without 
discussion or explanation. 


Cars For Sale 


1956 Silver Cloud | (SWA148) Olde English 
White with burgundy interior. New carpet and 
headlining. Meticulously maintained. 
$47,000. Geoffrey May (03) 822 2266 


or, 


1977 Bentley T2 (SBH31331) Gleaming 
Brewster Green with Beige interior. York Mo- 
tors delivery. Rare model in absolutely mint 
condition. 125,000 km. $85,000. Denis 
Crowhurst. (08) 277 2816 


Services 


Interior Woodwork Refurbishers, specialis- 
ing in: French polishing, Hi Tech laquering, 
veneer repaired/replaced, broken sections re- 
paired, dry rot areas restored, woodgraining 
on metal. Musical instrument maker by trade; 
Automotive Interior Woodwork Repairer by 
choice. J.E. & LJ. Nicholls, 21 Chippewa 
Ave., Mitcham, Vic. 3132. ‘Phone (03) 874 
1329 


NEW ZEALAND VINTAGE RADIATORS. 
For the restoration of your radiator, or car- 
tridge honeycomb cores made to original 
Rolls-Royce specifications, contact: John 
Rummery, R.D.9, Whangarei, New Zea- 
land. ‘Phone 64-9-434-6330, FAX 
64-9-438-8091 


Spring gaiters and boots made to measure. 
| have patterns for several models. Charlie 
Fitzpatrick, Bushcraft Saddlery and 
Leather, Shop 15, Shelley Hub, Tribute 
Street, Shelley, W.A. 6148 (09) 354 3009 


DEALERS: Parties dealing in motor cars 
must, where required by law, quote their 
dealer's license number and comply with all 
other statutory requirements relating to their 
advertising. 


Parts Wanted 


For 1950 Bentley Mk VI: complete differential 
with or without axles and/or individual parts, 
e.g. crown wheel and pinion, spider gears, etc. 
Noel Semmens FAX: (09) 389 1900 


Parts For Sale 


Foglight to suit SCI/S1 tO SCIII/S3, part no. 
UD2202. $200. Peter (06) 258 5537 


Newly manufactured parts ex-England — 
20hp: cylinder block, water jacket side plates, 
manifolds, early rear hubs, early kingpins, 
early kingpin bushes, crankshaft traps, car- 
buretter filter retaining nut, cap for float feed 
valve, oil pump drive shaft. 20hp, 20/25: carb 
float chamber top, cap for starting carb, car- 
buretter plug under starting and low speed 
jets, crankshaft oil seal plates, cam follower 
kokes, dynamo brush covers, rocker shafts. 
20/25: cap for float feed valve. 20/25, 25/30, 
pre-war Bentley: crank damper spring plate 
assembly, crank damper drive spring & com- 
pression spring, oil pump drive shaft. Phan- 
tom Il: crank damper spring plate assembly, 
sump plugs, cam follower springs, valve 
springs, front brake pull-off springs. 3-1/2 
Bentley: front axle brake shafts, front hub 
bearing retaining ring, front brake camshaft, 
cam follower springs. We are also the Austra- 
lian agents for overdrive unit kits for 20, 
20/25, 25/30, pre-war Bentley, Mk VI, R-type 
& Silver Dawn. CMHTK Automotive Engi- 
neers, 43 Chard Road, Brookvale, N.S.W. 
2100. Telephone (02) 938 1301 


Literature Wanted 


Wanted: PRAECLARUM pre-1974. Single 
copies or complete set. Bryan Inder, 65-69 
Pittwater Road, Manly, N.S.W. 2095 (02) 
977 6442 (w) or FAX (02) 977 0841 


COST: Ads are free to members who do not 
regularly deal in sales or service of RR/B 
cars. Others are charged $15.00 for a non- 
commercial ad of reasonable length. Pho- 
tographs to accompany an ad are included 
free of charge to members, $15.00 for oth- 
ers. Cheques made payable to RROC must 
accompany advertising copy. Send ads to: 


Martin Bennett, ‘Allambi’, RMB 3310, Goulburn, N.S.W. 2580 
Deadlines: 21st of the month preceding the month of publication. 
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I CAN PROTECT YOUR 
INVESTMENT IN ROLLS-ROYCE 


My name is Paul Lukes. I’m a top- optimum return eventually depends on 
qualified automotive engineer with 11 professional maintenance. 
years experience; 5 years with a Rolls- As a driver, you’ll know what a 
Royce distributor, and factory training — difference personal attention can make 
at Crewe, England. to performance. 

I promise you the care ofa real Please give me a call to discuss 
enthusiast — I’m amember of the Rolls- anything from a routine service to a 
Royce Owner’s Club, with my own major overhaul. My rate is $50 an hour. 
Bentley. Phone (02) 313 7866. Or drive in to 

As an investor you’ll appreciate that § 21 Dunning Avenue, Rosebery, Sydney. 


PARADISE GARAGE 


Specialist Repairs and Maintenance for High Quality Motor Cars 


21 DUNNING AVENUE, ROSEBERY, NSW 2018, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 
Telephone: (02) 313 7866 


Ir FINDING 
Tue Ricnt WHEEL Discs 
Has You RUNNING 
Revealed!! ; In CIRCLES, 
‘ Give UsA Rina. 


of 21 Years 


FOREIGN PARTS CONNECTION, INC. 
2028 Cotner Avenue 


: - We have complete, 
Westwood, California 90025 USA oe ieee 


Tel. (213) 473-7773 wheel disc sets in stock for: 
: ¢ Rolls Royce: PI, PI Buffalo, PII, PIII, 
Fax. (213) 479-1197 Wraith, 20/25, and 25/30 °¢ Bentley 
e °B i eD 
World's most complete stock of used Topped. © nese CE re 
post-war (1946-1991) Rolls-Royce and We also have air lines, air locks, hubs, locking 
Bentley spares rings, and other replacement disc parts for 
; , ; , Silver Wraith, Silver Dawn, and R-type Rolls 
Virtually everything on hand, immedi- Royces. And what we don’t have, we can 
ately available, and at reasonable prices. manufacture for you. Satisfaction guaran- 


Knowledgeable assistance and personal teed. For details contact: 


service always. LMARR Disk,LTp 
e Restorable and Turnkey RHD Rolls-Royce and P.O. Box 910, GLEN ELLEN, CA. USA 95442-0910. 


Bentleys available. : ; 
* UPS, Air and Mail Shipments Daily. TEL: (707) 988-9347 Fax: (707) 938-3020. 


e Phone Calls or Fax Preferred. 
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HAMILTONS 


Your choice of a Rolls-Royce or Bentley reflects your decision to own and drive optimum 
automotive quality and standards. 


As a Rolls-Royce or Bentley owner we believe you are entitled to expect and receive an 
unrivalled standard of service in keeping with your special importance to us. 


At Hamiltons you will receive professional attention from people who care. 


It has been our experience that owners who 
compromise their investment by accepting 
non-genuine parts in unauthorised 
workshops very rarely receive the dividends 


they expect. oad 
Hamiltons offers you the distinct benefit 
of its unequalled service reputation, direct 560 Church Street, Richmond. 


factory support, and the conviction that ; 
quality can never be compromised. Aas ey ead ne 


Let us demonstrate our service. 


j Sole authorised representative 
Please call our Service Consultant, for Victoria, Tasmania and the 
Simon Staniforth, on (03) 428 0999. Southem Riverina. Rows Bang Swallow SH? 


BENTLEY ROLLS-ROYCE 
Insurance 


Veteran, vintage, classic and sports car owners 


Laid-up cover or full com Features: @ $5,000,000 
prehensive, quality insurance © You keep the salvage up to _legal liability 
with Shannons mightn’t cost 1970 (modifieds up to 1960) —_@ prompt claims settlement 
as much as you think. e choice of repairer ® agreed —_@ Australia wide service centres. 

Shannons recognise that Value @ one windscreen or Underwritten by GRE Insurance. 
enthusiasts take care of their. | Window glass replacement per 
vehicles and pass the savings eee Ne 
oe ae ns shannons for vehicles excess free 


Keeping vehicles or Australiar rod. 
321 Warrigal Rd, Cheltenham, Vic., 3192 

Fax (03) 583 9475 Ph (03) 584 7266 

48 Sailors Bay Rd, Northbridge, N.S.W., 2063 
Fax (02) 958 7841 Ph (02) 958 7666 

182 Brighton Rd, Somerton Park, S.A., 5044 
Fax (08) 294 9995 Ph (08) 294 9000 

35 Winjana Rd, Lesmurdie. W.A. 6076 

Fax (09) 291 9442 Ph (09) 291 7749 


Quality Auctions, Park & Sell, General & Life Insurance. 
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SALES, 
SERVICE, SPARE PARTS, 
COACHWORK&RESTORATION 


EVERY ASPECT OF WORK CARRIED OUT TO THE MOST 
EXACTING STANDARDS 


* Unequalled skills and extensive research facilities to ensure absolute technical authenticity. 


* Meticulous attention to detail. 


* Unsurpassed stocks of rare parts available for restoration cars. 


R.A. MCDermott & Co. 


Sales ¢ Service © Repairs ¢ Spares © Restoration 


120 STURT STREET, SOUTH MELBOURNE, VICTORIA. 3205 
Telephone (03) 629 3483; Facsimile (03) 614 7821. 


LMCT 414} 


John Vawser Motors Pty Ltd 


ROMLS-ROYCE 2 BENTLEY SPEGIALISTS 


Thirty-six years association and experience with the service, maintenance 
and restoration of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars, including adjustment, 
service and overhaul of the four-speed automatic gearbox. 


35 WILLIAM ST., ALEXANDRIA, N.S.W. 2015 
’Phone (02) 698 8822 
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BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. 


340 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, PENNANT HILLS, N.S.W. 2120 
Phone: (02) 484 1239, 484 1253, 484 1254, 4844419 Fax No.: (02) 980 6592 


Rolls-Royce & Bentley — Spares and Service 


EXCHANGE ENGINES 
Rolls-Royce 
Silver Wraith 
Silver Dawn 
Silver Cloud I 
Silver Cloud II & HI] S$2&S$3 
Silver ShadowI & I] T & T2 


MASTER CYLINDERS 
WHEEL CYLINDERS 
Rolls-Royce 
Silver Wraith 
Silver Dawn 
Silver Cloud 
. Bentley 
EXCHANGE HYDRAULICS af ; Mk VI 
SHADOW &T. SERIES R-type 
Accumulator Spheres He xcs S-type 
Accumulator Valves Weg a Rest hes EXCHANGE DIFFERENTIALS 
Hydraulic Pumps cen ag? Rolls-Royce 
Master Cylinder pctige “3. 5 CG Silver Wraith 
Rear Height Control Ram eke : Silver Dawn 
Rear Height Control Valves eS are ; a ee ; Silver Cloud 
Solenoid Valves a eee ree a EE his da Silver Shadow 
Distribution Valves ae ay ean ; Bentley 
_ Brake Calipers ere m te “Mk VI 
p | pane : R-type 
S-type 
T Series 


EXCHANGE MANUAL GEAR 
BOXES 

Rolls-Royce Bentley 

Silver Wraith Mk VI 

Silver Dawn R-type 


EXCHANGE AUTOMATIC 
TRANSMISSIONS 
Rolls-Royce Bentley 
Silver Cloud I Sl 

Silver Cloud I] & HI S2&S83 
Silver ShadowI & II T & T2 


eal Extensive Range of Spare Parts for all models 


Quality 


without compromise 


Silver Ghost restored by us on display at the Leura Federal Rally. 


Automotive Restorat on 


47 Alex Avenue, Moorabbin 3189 Victoria, Australia 
Telephone: (03) 553 1925 


For Pre-War Rolls-Royce Restorations 
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O 


. Te te oF esto, 2200. 
: 2) a enue, bankstown, 2 
Car Re vs pry \ a '_* cater S “09 
ACN Ng.050299, pairs Id Oe: 7 EXC a 
i ‘ or ee 


7906675. ration © ” Telefax 79% 2090. 


Brian McMillan After Hours 727 5984 


THE NAME THAT STANDS FOR EXCELLENCE IN: 


° “Ultra Care” Body Repair 

© Show Room Restorations 

* Resprays with 3 year warranty (Colour change optional) 
© Total Rejuvenation Detailing 

° Interior Trim Repair or Replacement 


OBLIGATION FREE ESTIMATES 
COMPLETION DATES BY ARRANGEMENT 


GOULPRESS PRINTERS, GOULBURN (048) 21 1761 Registered by Australia Post, Publication No. NBH 1893 
Lodgement Office: Ainslie 2602 


